What is FlexRadio

&

Is it “REAL” Radio

Charlie Shepard - K7CBS

LAS VEGAS RADiO AMATEUR CLUR




YES:!
FlexRadio - SDR:

The Future of Amateur Radio

Advantages of the Flex Radio vs. Traditional Rigs




What is SDR>

« Software Defined Radio (SDR)

* Replaces analog circuits with software processing
 Signals converted to digital early - flexible filtering, DSP, and upgrades

» Contrast: Traditional superheterodyne radios rely on fixed
hardware filters




Why FlexRadio-

- Direct Sampling SDR - cleaner signal path, less distortion
- Panadapter & Waterfall - see the entire band at once

* Multiple Receivers 2> 2 on the 6400, 4 on the 6600

- Remote Operaton - SmartSDR from anywhere

* Future-Proof - software updates add features




Advantages over Traditional Radios

m FlexRadio SDR Traditional Radios

Upgrades

Band Visibility
Remote Ops
Receivers

Integration

Size/Weight

Software updates add new
features

Panadapter + Waterfall
Native, built-in
Multiple Simultaneous

Easy with digital modes,
logging, station automation

Compact, fewer components

Must buy new hardware

Limited S-Meter
Often requires add-ons
Usually, only 1

More cabling & interfaces

Larger, Heavier



Real-World Benefits

+ Dxing: Spot pileups instantly on the waterfall

- Contesting: Run multiple bands/receivers at once

- Digital Modes: Seamless WSJT-X, FLDigi, etc. integration
 EmComm: Remote access during emergencies

* Club Use: Easy to share access for training/demos




Limitations (Be Honest)

* Requires computer & network literacy

Some latency in IP-based remote operations

Less “knob-and-dial” feel (though Maestro helps)

* Higher upfront cost vs. entry-level rigs




SDR Manufactures for
Amateur Radio

* Today there a lot more than 5 years ago, just do an

internet search on “SDR Manufacturers for Amateur
Radio”.

 Just a little comparison of the big two (Icom and Yaesu)
with FlexRadio...



Questions?

&
Remote Demonstration
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