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 We have things to accomplish this year.  With the NASCAR series be-

hind us from February, we are now looking forward to the fall one-day truck 

race.  That being said, I want to, again, say thank you to all those who volun-

teered for the last race.  We had a thank you BBQ recently as another token of 

the clubõs appreciation.  If you have not yet received your thank you certificate 

and shirt, if you worked two or three days, then come to the next meeting and 

you will be presented with them. 
The Las Vegas Radio Amateur Club (LVRAC) now has a new Silent Key 

committee; hopefully, their services will not be needed for quite some time.  In 

addition, the LVRAC has also developed a Repeater Committee to evaluate 

methods to replace our ailing UHF repeater as well as brand, model, newness, 

parts availability, ease of servicing, cost, and timeline for a replacement re-

peater.  Consideration to add an IRLP node is on the table too. 
The LVRAC is hosting a Pre-Field day event at Mountain Crest Park on 

May 29.  Although some of us will be there early in the day to get things going, 

you are free to arrive anytime before 3pm.  We plan to stay longer, but uncer-

tain as to how many will remain, or if any food will be available. The LVRAC 

will provide soft drinks and water.  Hot food may be available, but that may re-

quire you to òself-serveó on a grill. 
This yearõs Field Day should prove to be a challenge too.  Since Field 

Day was intended to be a preparation for actual events, perhaps we can chal-

lenge ourselves to not only see Field Day as a contest, but as an opportunity to 

learn and to ready ourselves in the process.  There will approximately 10-15 

cadets, and possibly more, from the Henderson Composite Squadron joining us, 

individually, during Field Day.  It is my intent to show them how to set up a sta-

tion and what considerations there need to be in doing so.  Bringing youth into 

the ham community has always been one of many focuses in our hobby and cul-

ture. 
Speaking of hobby, when was the last time you took your radio gear and 

headed out somewhere to ôplayõ?  Dave, Judy, Jay, Dennie, and I have done ex-

actly that over the last couple of months and have had fun doing so.  Weõve 

made contacts with special event stations and communicated around the globe.  

It is enjoyable to do what we love with friends and share ideas while doing so.  I 

encourage each of you to go out and fire up your gear (donõt actually  
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LVRAC Monthly Reconciliation of Income 

and Expenses for April, 2010  

Balance at the end of 
March: 

  

  

3,465.04 

Income Deposited for 
April: 

  

  

$3,180.33 

Expenses for April: 
  

  

$2,187.08 

Balance at the end of 
April: 

  

$4,458.29 
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set it on fire! ð grin).  Never done this before?  Join us!  Ask how you too can join in the fun.  In fact, 

that is one of the purposes of having a Pre-Field Day event.  It is not only to try out our new location 

and test the club equipment; it is also to get many of the clubsõ hams together in one place to òtune in 

the world with ham radio.ó  I especially encourage the new hams and the young hams to take part. 
At the next LVRAC club meeting, on May 18, the club will set up several radios and computers, 

so you can get a ôfeelõ as to how we pair the stations with the computers.  They will, as last year, be the 

meeting topic and available as a ôhands-onõ activity for the meeting.  Then, you will be more ready to op-

erate a Field Day station. 
On another topic, the club is without a Vice President and a Secretary.  If you are wondering 

what is entailed or can volunteer, please contact myself or one of the board members.  Mostly what is 

needed from the Secretary is to take meeting notes at both Board meetings and General Membership 

meetings; then, create a ôminutesõ report.  On occasion, there might be a letter or other minor paper 

duty that is required, but it is minimal; yet, it becomes an added task for those who are already tasked 

with a position and its responsibilities.  Thatõs all I have for now; so, until next time, stay grounded. 

 

Thanks for being a member of the LVRAC.  

73s, 

 

Arnie, WA2SOE 

President, LVRAC 

 

 

Speaking of Field Day  

From the ARRL 05/11/2010  

 
 

Anyone can register for the webinar; you do not need to reside in the Atlantic Division to join in. Please click here to  

register for this informative, interactive Internet meeting.   https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/202998208 

 

 

 

Periodically, the ARRLõs Atlantic Division hosts a òwebinaró -- an interactive Web-based seminar, designed to facilitate 

communication between a small number of presenters and a large remote audience using the Internet. On Wednesday, 

May 19 at 9 PM EDT, Atlantic Division Director Bill Edgar, N3LLR -- along with some òField Day Expertsó -- will present a 

Field Day-oriented webinar entitled òMaking the Most of Field Day.ó Moderated by ARRL Regulatory Information Branch 

Manager and Field Day... 

https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/202998208
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/202998208
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/202998208
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The K7RA Solar Update  
05/07/2010 

 

 
FCC Proposes Additions, Changes to Amateur 5 MHz Allocation:  

by ARRL on May 9, 2010  

Acting on a 2006 Petition for Rulemaking filed by the ARRL, the FCC has issued a Notice of 

Proposed Rule Making (NPRM), ET Docket No 10-98 to modify the rules that govern ama-

teursõ secondary use of five channels in the 5 MHz frequency range known as 60 meters. The 

proposed changes would substitute a new channel for one that is seldom available because of 

occupancy by the fixed service, which is primary in this range.  

 
Many Radio Clubs Could Lose Tax -Exempt Status in 2010:  

by The ARRL Letter on May 6, 2010  

Changes made three years ago to the federal tax laws could cause many radio clubs to lose 

their tax-exempt status this year. Clubs that are tax-exempt under Section 501(c) of the In-

ternal Revenue Code must file the required IRS annual returns or reports before the dead-

line, which is May 15 for those with calendar years.  
 

The Last Tech -Plus License to Expire in June:  

 

In February 1991, the FCC dropped the 5 WPM Morse code requirement for new Technician 

licensees, and in 1994, it created a new class of Amateur Radio license: the Technician-Plus, 

also called Tech-Plus. This new license differed from the Technician license in that Tech-Plus 

licensees had passed the code test and had more operating privileges on HF. Patricia Phillips, 

N3IGI, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, received her Technician licensee on June 12, 1990. On 

March 21, 2000, she upgraded her license to Tech-Plus, and, at the same time, renewed her 

license, now set to expire June 12, 2010. This makes Phillips the last Tech-Plus in the FCC 

database. If she renews her Amateur Radio license, she will be a Technician. Read more here 

http://www.arrl.org/news/the-last-tech-plus-license-to-expire-in-june. 

 
San Jacinto Woman Arrested After Making Threats On Police Radio:  

by swrnn.com on May 3, 2010  

Authorities arrested a 29-year-old San Jacinto woman who investigators said interrupted po-

lice and fire radio communications and made threats over the air during a two-day period, 

said Hemet police Lt. Mark Richards in a news release. Irene Marie Levy was taken into cus-

tody early Monday at her mobile home in the 900 block of South Grand Avenue, Richards 

said. Levy was booked at the Hemet Police Department Jail on suspicion of making terrorist 

threats; false report of a bomb threat; and maliciously interrupting, disrupting, impeding, or 

interfering with the transmission of a public safety radio frequency. Levyõs bail is set at 

$50,000, Richards said. Investigators arrived at her front door just as she finished her last 

transmission. Hemet Police investigators seized 11 radios, seven radio frequency scanners, 

radio frequency lists, computer equipment, and other miscellaneous radio equipment from 

Levyõs home. Police also seized Levyõs Ham radio technicianõs license issued to her by the 

FCC in September of 2009, Richards said.  

 

Sunspots made a strong return this week -- and so did geomagnetic activity. The average 

daily solar flux increased 4.2 points to 79.6; on Wednesday, May 5, the daily sunspot num-

ber reached 77, the highest in nearly four years. The sunspot number hasnõt been as high 

since May 28, 2006, when it was 78. Sunspot numbers for April 29-May 5 were 0, 12, 13, 

47, 61, 70 and 77, with a mean of 40. The 10.7 cm flux was 76.2, 78.6, 77.8, 79.5, 80.3, 

81.7 and 83.2, with a mean of 79.6. 

http://www.eham.net/articles/23840
http://www.eham.net/articles/23822
http://www.arrl.org/news/the-last-tech-plus-license-to-expire-in-june
http://www.eham.net/articles/23800
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On Saturday, May 8, after equipment was moved from the storage 

shed, some of us went to Red Rocks National Park and setup our 

HF stations.  Arnie, WA2SOE settled into his HF station and made 

some contacts on CW.  Judy, WD6DCD had a nice conversation 

with two stations in the UK.  Jay, KE7EGO and Dave, WD6CZY 

work several contest and special event stations in the US.  Dennie, 

KE7WOD and his wife came and watched and enjoyed Barbequed 

hot dogs and potato salad. 

 
Working in the field, besides field day, gives us a chance to test 

equipment, to enjoy the outdoors, and to enjoy  our hobby.  The 

weather was great, though the bands were not that active and there 

was a lot of wind. 

 
For those of you who have not tried this, itõs nice to get out, social-

ize, and in some cases explain our hobby to others.  On this trip, a 

couple, who are licensed hams, came and watched and some people 

on a tour bus stopped by to see us operate. 


